
IS THE BIBLE RELIABLE? 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17
CHURCH GROUP SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE – JANUARY 12, 2025

SCRIPTURE READING
2 Timothy 3:16-17

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

ICE BREAKER QUESTION
Think back to when you first encountered the Bible. What was your initial impression of it? What questions did you have 
about it?

SERMON RECAP
The sermon addresses the fundamental question of whether we can trust the Bible as God’s Word, and presents seven 
compelling reasons using the memorable acronym “THEM NO CAP”: 

•	 Timeless Authority

•	 Historical Accuracy

•	 Eyewitness Testimony

•	 Manuscript Reliability

•	 NO

•	 Consistency (Internal)

•	 Authenticity (Supernatural)

•	 Prophecy (Fulfilled)

The sermon also emphasized that the Bible’s reliability is supported not only by historical and textual evidence but also 
by its transformative impact on readers’ lives, as demonstrated by recent studies showing significantly higher well-being 
among regular Bible readers.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Observation: What does the passage say?

1.	 According to 2 Timothy 3:16, what is the source of Scripture? What does it mean that Scripture is “breathed out by God”? 

2.	 The passage lists four specific purposes for Scripture. What are they, and how are they different from each other? 

3.	 What is the ultimate goal of Scripture according to verse 17? What does it mean to be “complete” and “equipped for 
every good work”?

Interpretation: What does the passage mean?

1.	 How does the concept of Scripture being “breathed out by God” relate to the seven characteristics of reliability 
discussed in the sermon? 

2.	 Why is it significant that Scripture serves multiple purposes (teaching, reproof, correction, training)? How do these 
purposes work together? 

3.	 Consider the phrase “that the man of God may be complete.” What does this suggest about the sufficiency of Scripture 
for Christian life and growth?

Application: How can we apply this passage to our lives?

1.	 Of the seven reasons for the Bible’s reliability presented in the sermon, which one resonates most with you personally? 
How might you use this to explain your trust in Scripture to others? 

2.	 The sermon references studies showing improved well-being among regular Bible readers. What has been your 
experience with regular Bible reading? What obstacles prevent you from engaging with Scripture more consistently? 



3.	 The sermon challenges us to experience God’s Word more deeply this year than ever before. What specific, practical 
steps will you take to prioritize Scripture in your daily life? How can this group help support you in that commitment? 

4.	 Consider the four purposes of Scripture mentioned in verse 16 (teaching, reproof, correction, and training in 
righteousness). Which of these do you most need in your life right now? How can you intentionally engage with 
Scripture in that area?

LEADER NOTES

Volunteer at Night to Shine

On February 7th (5:00-10:00 pm) MBC Tysons is hosting NIGHT TO SHINE 2025! Night to Shine is an unforgettable prom 
night experience, centered on God’s love, for people with special needs, ages 14 and older. But to make all of this happen WE. 
NEED. YOU! We need hairdressers, makeup artists, food servers, and most importantly, we need people to serve as buddies 
for our amazing guests!     

Night to Shine Volunteer Registration – Deadline to sign up is January 13th, 2025 

For any questions, please reach out to caleb.barnhart@mcleanbible.org. 
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