
PRIORITIZING GOD’S WORD
NEHEMIAH 7:73, 8:1-18
CHURCH GROUP SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE – APRIL 21, 2024

SCRIPTURE READING
Nehemiah 7:73, 8:1-18 ESV

73 So the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the people, the temple servants, and all Israel, lived in their towns. And 
when the seventh month had come, the people of Israel were in their towns.

1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the 
Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and 
all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water 
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And 
beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, 
Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all 
the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 
lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, 
Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the 
Law, while the people remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words 
of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for 
this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be 
quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great 
rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them. 13 On the second day the heads of fathers’ houses of all the 
people, with the priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. 14 And they found it written 
in the Law that the Lord had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month, 
15 and that they should proclaim it and publish it in all their towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild 
olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written.” 16 So the people went out and brought them and made booths for 
themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the square 
at the Gate of Ephraim. 17 And all the assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the booths, for from 
the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. 18 And day by day, 
from the first day to the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a 
solemn assembly, according to the rule. 

ICE BREAKER QUESTION?

What is something that you want to get good at and how would you go about it?

SERMON RECAP
• If you want to flourish in your relationship with God, you have to prioritize God’s Word in your life.
• There are some blessings that you can only receive on the other side of obedience.
• Israel’s example in Nehemiah should drive us to pray for God to:

• Increase our desire for God’s Word.
• Increase our reverence for God’s Word.
• Increase our understanding of God’s Word.
• Increase our obedience to God’s Word.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Observation: What does the passage say?

1. Read Nehemiah 7:73-8:18 aloud as a group. Let group members share observations. Try not to move into interpretation of 
the passage or application of what you read quite yet. Simply share what you observe.

• What do you notice about God’s leaders and God’s people in Nehemiah 7:73-8:8?

• What is the Levites’ contribution to this Holy Day in Nehemiah 8:9-12?

• What activity takes place in Nehemiah 8:13-18 and what result do you see?



• How would you summarize Nehemiah 7:73-8:18?

Interpretation: What does the passage mean?

1. Read Nehemiah 7:73-8:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 1 Peter 2:2-3

• What is absolutely central to this gathering of God’s people?

• How is God’s Word described in Nehemiah, Jeremiah, and 1 Peter? What does it evoke?

2. Read Nehemiah 8:9-12; Hebrews 4:12

• Why did God’s people weep and how did the Levites help them?

• How does Nehemiah and Hebrews speak to the task of understanding God’s Word?

3. Read Nehemiah 8:13-18; Leviticus 23:39-43; Deuteronomy 28:1-2; Psalm 119:1-3; James 1:22-25

• What do Nehemiah and Leviticus call the people to do?

• What do Nehemiah, Deuteronomy, Psalms, and James have to say about obedience?

Application: How can we apply this passage to our lives?

1. Prayer: Increase our desire for your Word.

• On a scale of 1 to 10, what is your desire for God’s Word?

• Where does time in God’s Word fall in your life? How can you get to where you should be?

• Pray together as a Church Group that God would increase your desire for the Word. Pray for a hunger for God’s 
word that mirrors the physical hunger of a child (1 Peter 2:2-3).

2. Prayer: Increase our reverence for your Word.

• On a scale of 1 to 10, what is your reverence for God’s Word?

• What does it mean to truly revere God’s Word? How can you get to where you should be?

• Pray together as a Church Group that God would increase your reverence for the Word of God as modeled by the 
Israelites who stood, lifted hands, and bowed in worship.

3. Prayer: Increase our understanding of your Word.

• On a scale of 1 to 10, what is your understanding of God’s Word?

• What does it take to truly understand God’s Word? How can you get to where you should be?

• Pray for clarity and insight into Scripture, like the assistance the Levites provided, making the Word understandable 
and applicable.

4. Prayer: Increase our obedience to your Word.

• On a scale of 1 to 10, how is your obedience to God’s Word? What will it take to truly obey God?

• Pray for a heart that not only understands but also obeys God’s commands in everyday life, inspired by the 
obedience seen in Nehemiah 8.


