
HOW CAN MY WORK BRING GLORY TO GOD?

NEHEMIAH 3
CHURCH GROUP SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE – MARCH 3, 2024

SCRIPTURE READING
Nehemiah 3 ESV

1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the priests, and they built the Sheep Gate. They consecrated it and set its doors. 
They consecrated it as far as the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Tower of Hananel. 2 And next to him the men of Jericho built. And next 
to them Zaccur the son of Imri built.

3 The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate. They laid its beams and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 4 And next to them Meremoth 
the son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz repaired. And next to them Meshullam the son of Berechiah, son of Meshezabel repaired. And next to them 
Zadok the son of Baana repaired. 5 And next to them the Tekoites repaired, but their nobles would not stoop to serve their Lord.

6 Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah repaired the Gate of Yeshanah. They laid its beams and set its doors, its 
bolts, and its bars. 7 And next to them repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah, 
the seat of the governor of the province Beyond the River. 8 Next to them Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, goldsmiths, repaired. Next to him 
Hananiah, one of the perfumers, repaired, and they restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. 9 Next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, 
ruler of half the district of Jerusalem, repaired. 10 Next to them Jedaiah the son of Harumaph repaired opposite his house. And next to him 
Hattush the son of Hashabneiah repaired. 11 Malchijah the son of Harim and Hasshub the son of Pahath-moab repaired another section and 
the Tower of the Ovens. 12 Next to him Shallum the son of Hallohesh, ruler of half the district of Jerusalem, repaired, he and his daughters.

13 Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah repaired the Valley Gate. They rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and repaired a 
thousand cubits of the wall, as far as the Dung Gate.

14 Malchijah the son of Rechab, ruler of the district of Beth-haccherem, repaired the Dung Gate. He rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and 
its bars.

15 And Shallum the son of Col-hozeh, ruler of the district of Mizpah, repaired the Fountain Gate. He rebuilt it and covered it and set its doors, 
its bolts, and its bars. And he built the wall of the Pool of Shelah of the king’s garden, as far as the stairs that go down from the city of David. 
16 After him Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, ruler of half the district of Beth-zur, repaired to a point opposite the tombs of David, as far as the 
artificial pool, and as far as the house of the mighty men. 17 After him the Levites repaired: Rehum the son of Bani. Next to him Hashabiah, 
ruler of half the district of Keilah, repaired for his district. 18 After him their brothers repaired: Bavvai the son of Henadad, ruler of half the 
district of Keilah. 19 Next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, ruler of Mizpah, repaired another section opposite the ascent to the armory at the 
buttress. 20 After him Baruch the son of Zabbai repaired another section from the buttress to the door of the house of Eliashib the high priest. 
21 After him Meremoth the son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz repaired another section from the door of the house of Eliashib to the end of the house 
of Eliashib. 22 After him the priests, the men of the surrounding area, repaired. 23 After them Benjamin and Hasshub repaired opposite their 
house. After them Azariah the son of Maaseiah, son of Ananiah repaired beside his own house. 24 After him Binnui the son of Henadad 
repaired another section, from the house of Azariah to the buttress and to the corner. 25 Palal the son of Uzai repaired opposite the buttress 
and the tower projecting from the upper house of the king at the court of the guard. After him Pedaiah the son of Parosh 26 and the temple 
servants living on Ophel repaired to a point opposite the Water Gate on the east and the projecting tower. 27 After him the Tekoites repaired 
another section opposite the great projecting tower as far as the wall of Ophel.

28 Above the Horse Gate the priests repaired, each one opposite his own house. 29 After them Zadok the son of Immer repaired opposite his 
own house. After him Shemaiah the son of Shecaniah, the keeper of the East Gate, repaired. 30 After him Hananiah the son of Shelemiah 
and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph repaired another section. After him Meshullam the son of Berechiah repaired opposite his chamber. 31 
After him Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired as far as the house of the temple servants and of the merchants, opposite the Muster 
Gate, and to the upper chamber of the corner. 32 And between the upper chamber of the corner and the Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and the 
merchants repaired.

ICE BREAKER QUESTION
What is your vocation? Why do you work? Personally, what is your primary purpose or objective in your workplace (e.g., 
classroom, office, home, community, medical facility)?

SERMON RECAP
As a member of His body, the Lord affirms your work.

•  God delights in work. God is working all the time … for us and through us.
•  God designs us to work.
•  Sin distorts our work.
•  Jesus transforms our work.
•  Your good work, day in and day out, brings great glory to God.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Observation: What does the passage say?

1. Read Nehemiah 3 aloud as a group. Before interpreting or applying the passage, share observations about it.

• What were the various vocations of the workers identified in Nehemiah 3?

• What sorts of work did these workers perform on the project to rebuild the Jerusalem wall?

• How is the work they were doing characterized? (Nehemiah 2:18)

2. How would you explain or summarize today’s scriptures in your own words?

Interpretation: What does the passage mean?

1. Consider the fact that the workers came from a wide variety of vocations and backgrounds to rebuild the walls around 
Jerusalem. What might be the significance and relevance of this?

2. During the rebuilding work, what was the proximity of these various workers to one another?

3. Consider the fact that these workers came to collaborate toward the single goal of rebuilding the walls around 
Jerusalem. What might be the significance and relevance of this?

Application: How can we apply this passage to our lives?

1. Read John 5:17 and 1 Corinthians 15:57-58. In what ways is God at work in the world, at all times? How might the fact that 
the Lord is always, directly and actively, at His work in your life alter your perspective on your life’s circumstances and 
work?

2. According to the Scriptures, work is part of God’s good design for us and a mark of human dignity. As a group, take time 
to recognize, acknowledge, and celebrate God’s good design and His mark of human dignity in the vocations of each 
group member.

3. Revisit your perspectives on your life and work:

• In what ways do you see God working, i) for you, and ii) through you for others?

• In what ways might you have unbiblically understood and/or characterized the purpose, place, and value of the 
work/vocation the Lord has given you (e.g., by unbiblically diminishing it elevating it)? Take time to confess and 
repent of this before the Lord, and receive His grace, cleansing, and forgiveness (James 4:6-8, 1 John 1:9).

4. You were made to glorify God among all nations, to be a disciple maker of the nations. In the place and position in 
which the Lord has situated you, how do (or might) you live this purpose out?

5. Followers of Jesus biblically belong to churches. Just like all these names of God’s people in Nehemiah 3, your name 
really matters as an identifiable member, a part of this local expression of the body of Christ. If you are part of this 
church family, but have never taken the step to become a member of this church family, what might be your next step 
toward doing so?

6. Praise God for all the good work He is doing in and through you - work that He delights in; He has designed you for; 
that Jesus transforms; and that is done for your good, the good of others, and for His glory. 

• Hear and feel God’s affirmation of the good work you are doing every day.

• Ask God about any ways He may be leading you to work differently for His glory.

• Pray that God would be glorified in the good work He has called you to do.

LEADER NOTES
GLOBAL OUTREACH PRAYER GUIDE | Take time as a Church Group to pray for an MBC missionary or unreached people 
group. Check out the Global Outreach Prayer Guide for specific prayer points. This week’s prayer focus is Yemen.

https://mcleanbible.org/gopray/

