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BIBLICAL EVANGELISM
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.
Matthew 16:13-20
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The Church Is…
•

The community of people who

know

Jesus

truly

.

•

The community of people who

proclaim

Jesus

confidently

.

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of
the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls.
Acts 2:36-41
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“Nothing can overthrow and destroy [the church]. Its members may be persecuted, oppressed, imprisoned,
beaten, beheaded, burned; but the true church is never extinguished; it rises again from its afflictions; it lives on
through fire and water. When crushed in one land it springs up in another. The Pharaohs, the Herods, the
Neros, have labored in vain to put down this church; they slay their thousands, and then pass away and go to
their own place. The true Church outlives them all.”
J.C. Ryle
Biblical evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit with the aim
of persuading people to repent and believe in Christ.
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
Acts 1:8

•

Evangelism always means
proclamation
, and it always involves
communicating the message of the gospel using language the lost can understand.

•

Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit.
[13] But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. [14] And you will have joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth, [15] for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.
Luke 1:13-15

[39] In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, [40] and
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. [41] And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary,
the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, [42] and she exclaimed with a loud
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!”
Luke 1:39-42
[67] And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, [68] “Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people [69] and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the
house of his servant David,…”
Luke 1:67-69
[2] And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. [3] And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. [4]
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them
utterance.
Acts 2:2-4
[8] Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders,…”
Acts 4:8
[31] And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.
Acts 4:31
[17] So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be
filled with the Holy Spirit.” [18] And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his
sight. Then he rose and was baptized; [19] and taking food, he was strengthened.
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. [20] And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”
Acts 9:17-20

[8] But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul
away from the faith. [9] But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him
[10] and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not
stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? [11] And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you,
and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and
he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand.
Acts 13:8-11
“ ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams;
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even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall
prophesy. 19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and
vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes,
the great and magnificent day. 21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.’
Acts 2:17-21
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“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 29 Even on the male
and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on
the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood,
before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 32 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the
name of the LORD shall be saved.
Joel 2:28-32
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•

We present the gospel message, but only the
heart and mind toward Christ.

Holy Spirit

can turn a person’s

•

Evangelism is more than mere presentation of the gospel; it is
persuasion
with
the gospel. Evangelism
necessarily
includes a call for the hearer to repent
of sin and believe in Christ.
Practical Takeaway
•

Start by sharing the gospel with one person this week, and then make a plan for trying to share
the gospel with one person every week.

