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The Mission of MBC
We glorify God by making disciples and multiplying churches among all nations,
beginning in greater Washington, D.C.

The Mission of Our Lives

e To

God’s grace in a relationship with Him.

e To God’s glory to the ends of the earth.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed

them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that
is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.
And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it
was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Genesis 1:26-31

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 12:1-3

And the LORD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of which
I shall tell you. Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to
your offspring I will give all these lands, and 1 will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham
your father. I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring
all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because
Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”
Genesis 26:2-5



And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your
father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring.
Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to
the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of

the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring
you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
Genesis 28:13-15

“And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh
and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.” And they did so.
Exodus 14:4

Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, did not consider your wondrous works; they did not
remember the abundance of your steadfast love, but rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. Yet he
saved them for his name’s sake, that he might make known his mighty power.

Psalm 106:7-8

“See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God commanded me, that you
should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. Keep them and do them,
for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they

hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’
For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us,
whenever we call upon him? And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so
righteous as all this law that I set before you today?”
Deuteronomy 4:5-8

And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn
aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. And do not turn aside
after empty things that cannot profit or deliver, for they are empty. For the LORD will not
forsake his people, for his great name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make you a
people for himself.”

1 Samuel 12:20-22

And who is like your people Israel, the one nation on earth whom God went to redeem to be his
people, making himself a name and doing for them great and awesome things by driving out
before your people, whom you redeemed for yourself from Egypt, a nation and its gods?

2 Samuel 7:23

“For I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for the sake of my servant David.”
2 Kings 19:34



You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.
Psalm 16:11

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Psalm 23:1-3

For your name’s sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is great.
Psalm 25:11

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your way may
be known on earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let
all the peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with
equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples
praise you! The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us. God shall bless us; let
all the ends of the earth fear him!
Psalm 67

May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you!
May those who love your salvation say evermore, “God is great!”
Psalm 70:4

The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!
Psalm 97:1

Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to
you. For the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.
Isaiah 30:18

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear
not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through
the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the
LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Eqypt as your ransom, Cush and
Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, I
give men in return for you, peoples in exchange for your life. Fear not, for I am with you; I will
bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you. I will say to the north,



Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the
end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom 1
formed and made.”

Isaiah 43:1-7

“I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake,
and I will not remember your sins.”
Isaiah 43:25

“For my name's sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may
not cut you off. Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of
affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned?
My glory I will not give to another.”

Isaiah 48:9-11

For as the loincloth clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole house of Israel and the
whole house of Judah cling to me, declares the LORD, that they might be for me a people, a name,
a praise, and a glory, but they would not listen.

Jeremiah 13:11

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of
Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among
the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has
been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations
will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my
holiness before their eyes.”

Ezekiel 36:22-23

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
Habakkuk 2:14

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
Matthew 22:37-40

And Jesus came and said to them, ”All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of



the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever
believes in me shall never thirst.”
John 6:35

“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this
purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”

John 12:27-28

Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
John 14:13

He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
John 16:14

Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my
glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:24

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
Acts 1:8

What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much
patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory
for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory ...

Romans 9:22-23

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God'’s truthfulness, in
order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and
sing to your name.”

Romans 15:8-9

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
1 Corinthians 10:31



But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, was pleased
to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not
immediately consult with anyone ...

Galatians 1:15-16

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace,

with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in

all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose,
which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in

heaven and things on earth. In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it, to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:3-14

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day
of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God.

Philippians 1:9-11

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord
you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.
Colossians 3:23-24

They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be
marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. To this end
we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every
resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be
glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 1:9-12



For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the
present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself
a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.

Titus 2:11-14

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the
presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
Jude 24-25

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for
you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language
and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they
shall reign on the earth.” Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”

Revelation 5:9-12

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice,

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
Revelation 7:9-12

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And
the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp
is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory
into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring
into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone
who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
Revelation 21:22-27



No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it,
and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their

light, and they will reign forever and ever.
Revelation 22:3-5

“The great end of God’s works, which is so variously expressed in Scripture, is indeed by one;
and this one end is most properly and comprehensively called, the glory of God.”
Jonathan Edwards

“God glorifies Himself toward the creatures also in two ways: 1. By appearing to ... their
understanding. 2. In communicating Himself to their hearts, and in their rejoicing and
delighting in, and enjoying, the manifestations which he makes of Himself .... God is glorified
not only by His glory’s being seen, but by its being rejoiced in. When those that wee it delight in
it, God is more glorified than if they only see it .... He that testifies his idea of God’s glory
[doesn’t] glorify God so much as he that testifies also his approbation of it and his delight in it.”
Jonathan Edwards

“[God’s] glorifying himself and the saving of his people are not two decrees with God, but one
decree, to glorify his mercy in their salvation, though we may say that one is the end of the other:
so I think they should be with us together indeed.”

Richard Baxter

“May the Living God, who is the portion and rest of the saints, make these our carnal minds so
spiritual, and our earthly hearts so heavenly, that loving him, and delighting in him, may be the
work of our lives.”

Richard Baxter

“The New Testament has lots to say about self-denial, but not about self-denial as an end in
itself. We are told to deny ourselves and to take up our crosses in order that we may follow
Christ; and nearly every description of what we shall ultimately find if we do so contains an
appeal to desire. If there lurks in most modern minds the notion that to desire our own good and
earnestly to hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad thing, I submit that this notion has crept in
from Kant and the Stoics and is no part of the Christian faith. Indeed, if we consider the
unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the
Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-
hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us,
like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine
what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”

C.S. Lewis



“The chief end of man is to glorify God by enjoying Him forever.”
John Piper

“God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.”
John Piper
The Problem in Our Lives

... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God ...
Romans 3:23

e God’s Glory...
o Godis over all.

The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, for he
has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.
Psalm 24:1-2

o Godis above all.

“There is none holy like the LORD; there is none besides you, there is no rock like our God.”
1 Samuel 2:2

And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is
full of his glory!”
Isaiah 6:3

And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within,
and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was
and is and is to come!”

Revelation 4:8

o God is righteous in all His ways.
“Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is

just?”
Genesis 18:25
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“The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without
iniquity, just and upright is he.”
Deuteronomy 32:4

The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works.
Psalm 145:17

o God isjustin all His

But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That
God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) By no means! For then
how could God judge the world?

Romans 3:5-6

This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the

kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— since indeed God considers it just to repay
with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us,
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting
vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be
marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10

o Godis toward all His creation.

So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
1 John 4:16

e Our Sinfulness...
o We have denounced God’s sovereignty.

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they

knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
Genesis 3:6-7
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And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the
iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them
on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in
readiness.

Leviticus 16:21

o We have God’s holiness.

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of
Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among
the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has
been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations
will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my
holiness before their eyes.”

Ezekiel 36:22-23

o We have despised God’s righteousness.

... as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
Romans 3:10-12

o We have disregarded God’s wrath.

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of
this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons
of disobedience —among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
Ephesians 2:1-4

o We have God’s love.

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?
Romans 2:4
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The Good News for Our Lives...

The gospel is the good news that God, the loving Creator, sovereign King, and holy
Judge of all, has looked upon men and women wonderfully and uniquely made in His
image who have rebelled against Him, are separated from Him, and deserve death
before Him, and He has sent His Son, Jesus, God in the flesh, the long-awaited King, to
live a perfect and powerful life, to die a sacrificial and substitutionary death, and to rise
from the grave in victory over sin, Satan, and death. The gospel is a summons from God
for all people in all nations to repent and believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins,
turning from all idols to declare allegiance to Jesus alone as King and trust in Jesus
alone as Lord. All who turn from Jesus will experience everlasting, horrifying suffering
in hell, while all who trust in Jesus will experience everlasting, satisfying communion
with God in heaven.

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and
the Prophets bear witness to it —the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all

who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show
his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has
faith in Jesus.
(Romans 3:21-26)

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of
this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons
of disobedience —among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved —and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.
(Ephesians 2:1-10)
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G: God’s Character

O: Offense of Sin

S: Sufficiency of Christ
Personal Response
Eternal Urgency

Life Transformation

G: God’s Character
God is the loving Creator, sovereign King, and holy Judge of all.

I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.
(Isaiah 43:15)

e God is the loving Creator of all.

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the
ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
(Isaiah 40:28)

e God is the sovereign King over all.

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty,
for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you
are exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In
your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.
(1 Chronicles 29:11-12)

e God is the holy Judge of all.
But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, and the Holy God shows himself holy in
righteousness.
(Isaiah 5:16)
O: Offense of Sin
Men and women are wonderfully and uniquely created by God, yet we have rebelled

against Him, are separated from Him, and deserve death before Him.

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and
honor. You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things
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under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the
fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
(Psalm 8:5-8)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
(Psalm 51:1-2)

e Men and women are wonderfully and uniquely created by God.

For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you,
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the
depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one
of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.

(Psalm 139:13-16)

e Men and women have rebelled against God.

None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.
(Romans 3:10-12)

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death
spread to all men because all sinned.

(Romans 5:12)

e Men and women are separated from God.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God . . .
(Romans 3:23)

... but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have

hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.
(Isaiah 59:2)

e Men and women deserve death before God.

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins . . .
(Ephesians 2:1)
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For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Romans 6:23)

S: Sufficiency of Christ

Jesus is God in the flesh, the long-awaited King who has come to live a perfect and
powerful life, to die a sacrificial and substitutionary death, and to rise from the grave in
victory over sin, Satan, and death.

e Jesusis God in the flesh, the long-awaited who has come.

Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,
behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.

(Malachi 3:1)

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
(John 1:14)

e Jesus lived a perfect and powerful

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who
in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw
near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
(Hebrews 4:15-16)

You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.
(1 John 3:5)

e Jesus died a sacrificial and substitutionary

... but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8)

For our sake [God] made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
(2 Corinthians 5:21)
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e Jesus rose from the grave in over sin, Satan, and death.

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

(1 Corinthians 15:3-5)

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in
him.

(Colossians 2:13-15)

P: Personal Response

God calls all people in all nations to repent and believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of
sins, turning from all idols to declare allegiance to Jesus alone as King and trusting in
Jesus alone as Lord of one’s life.

... because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and
with the mouth one confesses and is saved.

(Romans 10:9-10)

e God calls all people in all nations to and believe in Jesus

for the forgiveness of sins.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
(Mark 1:14-15)

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written,

that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”
(Luke 24:45—47)
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o This involves turning from all idols.

Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.
(Isaiah 45:22)

For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.
(1 Thessalonians 1:9)

o This involves declaring allegiance to Jesus alone as King.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9:6)

They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and
King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.
(Revelation 17:14)

o This involves trusting in Jesus alone as Lord of one’s life.
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
(Galatians 2:20)

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
(Philippians 1:21)

o This involves resting in and relying on what God has done for Christ for your
salvation.

Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved ...
(Acts 16:31)

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;

it is the gift of God.
(Ephesians 2:8-9)
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E: Eternal Urgency
Hell is the eternal, horrifying destination for all who turn from Jesus, and heaven is the
eternal, satistying dwelling place of God with all who trust in Jesus.

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having
been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to
save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

(Hebrews 9:27-28)

° is the eternal, horrifying destination for all who turn from
Jesus.

This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the
kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering —since indeed God considers it just to repay
with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us,
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting
vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be
marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
(2 Thessalonians 1:5-10)

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky
fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before
the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And
the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And
the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them,
and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades
were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
(Revelation 20:11-15)

° is the eternal, satisfying dwelling place of God with all who
trust in Jesus.

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to
subject all things to himself.

(Philippians 3:20-21)
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

(Revelation 21:1—4)

L: Life Transformation
All who believe the gospel are new creations: filled with God’s Spirit, children in God’s
family, members of God’s church, and heirs of God’s kingdom.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

(2 Corinthians 5:17)

e All who believe the gospel are filled with the

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from
all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey
my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people,
and I will be your God.
(Ezekiel 36:25-28)

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

(Galatians 5:22-24)

e All who believe the gospel are children in God’s

In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace,
with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
(Ephesians 1:4c¢—6)
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For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
(Romans 8:14-15)

e All who believe the gospel are members of God’s

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
(1 Corinthians 12:27)

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit.

(Ephesians 2:19-22)

e All who believe the gospel are heirs of God’s

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him
who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in
Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is
the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
(Ephesians 1:11-14)

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then
heirs —heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we
may also be glorified with him.

(Romans 8:16-17)
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The Joy of Our Lives

“What is a Christian? The richest answer 1 know is that a Christian is one who has God as
Father. If you want to [know] how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much
he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is not the
thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it
means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all.”

J.I. Packer

e Godisour

“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they
will be heard for their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need
before you ask him. Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name...”
Matthew 6:7-9

o Heloves us.
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so
we are.

1 John 3:1

o He us.

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear
him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.
Psalm 103:13-14

o He provides for us.

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by

being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you,
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of
the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more
clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, "What shall we eat?’ or
‘What shall we drink?” or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and
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your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Therefore do not be anxious about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
Matthew 6:25-34

Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish,
will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!
Matthew 7:9-11

o He forgives us.

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”

Matthew 6:9-12

o He disciplines us.

And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? My son, do not regard
lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines
the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” It is for discipline that you have to

endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If
you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children
and not sons. Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected
them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us
for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share
his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
Hebrews 12:5-11

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
Romans 8:14
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e We are His children.
o We have a new

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
John 1:12-13

o We have a new spirit.

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God...
Romans 8:16

o We have to the Father’s presence.

And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, “Take care not to go up into the
mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death. No hand
shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.” When the
trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.”

Exodus 19:12-13

On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the
mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. Then Moses
brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the
mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in
fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly.
And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in
thunder. The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD
called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. And the LORD said to Moses, “Go
down and warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD to look and many of them
perish.

Exodus 19:16-21

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the
new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full

assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed

with pure water.
Hebrews 10:19-22
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Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 4:14-16

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit
of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
Romans 8:15

You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have
heard from my Father I have made known to you.

John 15:14-15

o We have an in the Father’s kingdom.

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then
heirs —heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we
may also be glorified with him.

Romans 8:16-17

o We Him.

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”
Matthew 6:9

o We obey Him.
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever
does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.
1 John 3:10

o We imitate Him.

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.
Ephesians 5:1
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As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he
who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be
holy, for I am holy.”

1 Peter 1:14-16

o We reflect Him.

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.
Psalm 68:5

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in
their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

James 1:27

o We olorify Him.

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Practical Takeaway...

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they
have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to
your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. And when you
pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for
their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
Pray then like this: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.”

Matthew 6:5-14

: Worship God for Who He is.
: Confess your sin to God and acknowledge your need for Jesus.

P
R
e A : Intercede for particular needs in your life and others’ lives.
Y : Surrender your life to following Jesus wherever and however He

leads you.
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O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as
in a dry and weary land where there is no water. So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory. Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will
praise you. So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands. My soul
will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips,
when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy.

My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.

Psalm 63:1-8
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